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magnificent building there are two laboratories, one for marine investigation and the other for the study of fresh water biology. Provision is made for a chemical laboratory, a library and a Fisheries Industrial Museum.
The very first problem taken up by the Department was the preservation of fishing nets. In Travancore, as in other places in India along the coast, fishermen have been following certain primitive methods of net preservation which * are ineffective and some times harmful. Western countries use-chemicals and soap which, though very efficient, are beyond, the means of local fishermen. A cheap substitute was discovered which the fishermen themselves could prepare at a small cost This is now being used.
One of the most important branches of the fisheries of the State is the Prawn  fishing  industry of the backwaters. According to a rough estimate the prawn fish in the State is, worth about Rs. 15 lakhs per annum.   The peculiarity of this prawn fish is that, when there  is a heavy shower during the monsoon, the paddy fields are flooded from the lakes and backwaters when prawn fish also is driven into the paddy fields.. After the floods subside, the prawn fish remains in the marshes of the paddy fields and multiply. When   the cropping time-comes and when the ha vest is reaped, the lucky agriculturist gets not only paddy but also a very good crop of prawns. But of late there has been deterioration both in quantity and quality., In order to check this downward tendency legislative steps^ are being taken by the University as well as by the   Government*
Another source of wealth is the large number of shark, which visit the Travancore coast.   This sea product is rich in, oil used for medicinal purposes*    The fishermen who ,were aware of this fact have.been extracting the oil by frying the putrified liver.   This process destroys all the vitamins  which it contains. Realising this wastage going on and the potential value of the oil as a substitute for Cod Liver  Oil,  the  Department took up the problem of preparing the oil without.